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of the epistyle was curved outward, as was the case in
the Temple of Medinet Habu in Egypt.1 In the Temple
of Herakles at Cori,2 the epistyle was curved inward in
plan. In general, however, it was in form a regular
parallelopipedon.

The epistyle received other modifications of form,
chiefly as an inheritance from methods of construction in
wood. These may be considered separately according to
their appearance upon the front, rear or soffit of the
epistyle. The face of the epistyle, when representing
colossal wooden beams* presented an unbroken face, except
at the top, where it was crowned by one or more mould-
ings. Doric epistyles usually, and Ionic epistyles oc-
casionally, as in the exterior order of the Temple on the
Ilissos,3 presented an unbroken face. But Ionic epi-
styles were generally banded or broken into a succession
of three overlapping fasciae. Occasionally, as in the
Philippeion at Olympia, the epistyle showed only two
fasciae. At Suweda, in Syria,4 the inner face of the
epistyle of the pre-Roman temple has four fasciae.
These banded epistyles suggest the superposition of
smaller beams where the stronger unit was either difficult
to obtain or not wanted. The crowning moulding was
originally not a mere ornament but served a useful
purpose. In wooden buildings it was probably, as Perrot6
has suggested, a board designed to .bind together the
separate members of the epistyle and frieze, and to pre-
vent disaster in case of warping of the principal beams.
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